THE TRAGEDY  OF  MARY                   269

cause stood personified in Elizabeth, the Catholic in that name-
less person whom everyone could identify. Violence was to be
met with violence, lynch law to answer Rome's sanction of
assassination. Copies of the Bond were sent to the counties and
towns for the principal gentlemen and others to join the Asso-
ciation if they so wished. The response was fervent, so fervent
that it needed courage to remain out, although there were
devoted Protestants who recoiled from Its lawlessness and re-
fused to join. In Yorkshire over 7000 seals had been appended
by the end of November, and more were added till they were
enough to fill a good big trunk. At Coventry the citizens formed
an Association and sent up a loyal address with 201 seals and
signatures to it.

To renew the negotiations for the treaty with Mary in the
temper of the year 15 84 was an amazing thing for Elizabeth to
do. Yet renewed they were, only to drag along drearily owing
to the confusion of Anglo-Scottish relations. Despair, anger,
and a reckless foolishness seized Mary. Time and again, when
talking to English officials, she called God to witness and vowed
the most solemn oaths that she knew of no conspiracy against
Elizabeth nor would consent to any; but her soul was no sooner
forsworn, than she was writing to the conspirators to launch the
invasion without thought of the peril to her. Told of the Bond
of Association, she offered to subscribe it: nevertheless, two
days later she bade her friends go forward with the * Enterprise %
whatever became of her, whether Elizabeth made a treaty with
her or not. When this last letter was written, early in November,
the treaty was actually under way again, and Mary's secretary
was setting out for the Court, there to join with an ambassador
from James.

Had James really desired and been able to associate Ms
mother in the crown of Scotland, at the same time making an
alliance with Elizabeth, nothing seems clearer than that the
treaty would now have been concluded. English statesmen,
drawing up the pros and cons, found the arguments for it out-
weigh those against. Elizabeth herself broke a vow that she had
. made fourteen years before, and wrote to Mary in her own hand